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Legislative Priorities 
 

Revitalize outdated FAA maintenance technical school regulations. The FAA is 
currently updating Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations part 147, which governs 
aviation maintenance technician schools.  The regulation hasn’t been significantly 
revised since 1962, including the mandated hours of instruction or the curricular subject 
area requirements. Industry needs a final rule that will end prescriptive requirements and 
allow AMTS to incorporate competency-based learning models into their programs. 
 
Make STEM a top education policy priority. The U.S. aviation maintenance sector is 
flying into a strong headwind: a shortage of qualified technical workers. While 
considering updates to federal education programs, including the Carl D. Perkins Career 
and Technical Education Act (Perkins Act), lawmakers should make STEM education a 
top priority. Congress must also recognize that STEM occupations aren’t reserved 
exclusively for highly educated and specialized researchers and that career and 
technical education programs are essential to training a new generation of skilled 
employees. Federal laws should be updated to reflect current workforce needs and to 
allow greater flexibility for state and local entities, non-governmental organizations and 
technical schools to work together with industry to find and develop the right people with 
the right skills. 
 
Ensure proper classification of aviation workers. Aircraft maintenance requires a 
highly skilled and dedicated workforce. Unfortunately, the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ 
(BLS) Standard Occupational Classification system currently categorizes all aviation 
maintenance workers as “aircraft mechanics and service technicians” without regard to 
certification or specialization. This has widespread effects since all federal data and 
analysis is based on these classifications, making it difficult to correctly portray industry 
opportunities. Lawmakers must work with all federal agencies to ensure the accurate 
classification of aviation maintenance workers.  
 
Provide the FAA the resources to do its job. Aviation maintenance schools rely on the 
FAA for congressionally-mandated certifications and inspections. Failing to provide the 
agency sufficient resources causes administrative delays, ultimately undermining the 
ability to educate students. ATEC calls on Congress to fully fund the FAA to prevent the 
aviation community from being detrimentally impacted by inadequate agency resources. 
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